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this stifling of emotional growth takes a terrible toll. But the fact remains-it 
is damnably difficult to have a meaningful argument with a man. Their unshake­
able control in the face of fire has driven many a half-crazed woman to more 
and more bitter recriminations. 
Imagine a frustrated wife screaming, "You don't love me anymore! You stay 
at the bar drinking with the boys night after night and you never take me 
anywhere. I'm sick and tired of staying home by myself all the time. I'm lonely 
and I'm scared and I miss the happy times we used to share!" 
A man faced with such a list of grievances often grunts a mono-toned reply, 
"Okay."
"What's okay about it? Don't you care that I'm miserable and that I need more 
from you than you are giving me? It's not okay! I'm desperately unhappy and 
all you can say is 'okay'?" 
"Okay, okay." Notice the repetition here of the word that has already driven 
his mate to distraction. "I'm sorry." 
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They really do have nerves of steel, don't they'? Men are willing to face the a r I/ I I I er a r y magazine 
dangers of war, the uncertainties of the nuclear age and the grave consequences 
of a faltering economy, but they turn to jelly at the thought of an unsanitary pair 
of Huggies. 
Perhaps the root of the matter goes even deeper than social conditioning 
and biological differences. I believe that the biggest obstacle men face in the 
world today lies in their much vaunted logic. Every man I know prides himself 
on his capacity for straight, clear, linear reasoning. If reason alone were the 
answer to the world's ills, they would have been eliminated long ago. Reason 
tells us that war is hell, that greed is crippling to society, that nobody's rights 
extend to the point where they deprive another of his rights and that the consis­
tent despoiling of our environment will result in a grave lack of even the most 
necessary resources. Reason helps to pinpoint the areas of difficulty, but we 
really need something more to solve our problems. 
I suggest that we systematically set about to introduce confusion . and 
irrelevance into the education of young men. Let us teach them the intuitive 
gifts and help them to see past the precise, logical conclusions they are so used 
to dealing with. It is not their fault they have been traditionally cut off from ninety 
percent of their humanity. Logic is fine in its place, but women have known for 
centuries that not everything is logical. Maybe men feel comfortable believing 
in a reasonable world, but it is unfair to expect them to struggle with the 
increasing demands of our modern age armed with no more than a grasp of 
causal relationships. 
This marvelous world we live in is full of paradox and surprise. It abounds 
with accidents of nature, unexplained realities and unseen truths. Let's invite 
the opposite sex to share these secrets and the next time you ask your man 
what he is thinking, perhaps he'll say, "I was merely meditating on the unex­
plored wonders of paradoxical reality. I love you, you're wonderful, do you mind 
that my underarms are getting saggy? And by the way, how would you like to 
spend the night tonight in a sleazy motel?" □
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